The elementary GT pullout classes are off to a great start!  The focus for the beginning of the year has been to challenge students with activities designed to promote creativity.  

In grades 3-5, lessons are based on the Odyssey of the Mind curriculum that encourages students to use a variety of problem solving strategies.  Some activities involve hands-on nonverbal solutions in which students are given instructions, limitations, and a predetermined set of materials.  Groups of students work together within a time limit to construct the strongest, the longest, and/or the most functional solution based on the criteria given.  It’s always interesting to see so many different solutions for the same problem!

Other problem-solving activities require verbal solutions.  Given various prompts, students brainstorm responses.  Groups of students work together on creative thinking skills such as fluency, flexibility, and originality.  Students are asked to complete such prompts as, “_____ tastes good to _____” and “_____ ruins _____.”   Creative responses include, “privacy tastes good to girls who write in journals” (Dakotah M. – 3rd grade) and “diets ruin gluttony” (Brandon M. – 5th grade).  Examining concepts in new and abstract ways is challenging and fun!  Be sure to ask the kids about all the unusual possibilities for a pillow…

In grades 1-2, students are being introduced to the same creative thinking skills.  Activities include finding solutions to both hands-on and verbal problems.  Students are looking at letters of the alphabet in new and different ways.  They are comparing two unlike things, such as how kids are similar to clocks.  Common items such as buttons, playing cards, bottle caps, toilet paper rolls, etc. are combined to make new creations.  Students are asked to respond to such prompts as, “_____ is a house for _____.”  Responses like, “a radio is a house for music” (Caleb M. – 2nd grade), demonstrate the ability to move from concrete to abstract thinking.

